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Chairman’s Report 

 

It has been my privilege to serve as your Chairman during another 

successful season. The standard of productions has been without 

question exceptional. 

The new financial year heralds the start of our season and this year our 

first offering was “The Titfield Thunderbolt”. Based on the Ealing 

Comedy filmed in 1952 and written by Phillip Goulding it tells the story 

of the branch line between Millingford and Titfield threatened with 

closure by British Rail. Glynis Smiths’ production relived the feel of old 

comedies with bar maids, vicars and lords of the manor joining in the 

fun. Multiple characters played by a smallish cast kept us intrigued 

with many set changes, the hard working cast and crew even built a 

railway engine on stage! 

“Dirty Rotten Scoundrels”, book by Jeffrey Lane, music and lyrics by 

David Yaxbek, was the summer musical; based on the 1988 film which 

starred Steve Martin and Michael Caine it tells the tale of two con 

artists and the goings on in the fashionable French resort of Beaumont 

sur Mer. Ellie Taylor’s production was very upbeat and the set 

beautifully portrayed the fashionable resort. Sadly our show didn’t do 

as well as we had hoped at the box office, but those who did attend 

had excellent value for money and enjoyed a brilliant evening. 

Once the summer holidays were over it was back to school with “The 

History Boys”, Alan Bennet’s famous script which had been voted the 

Nation’s favourite play. The cast consisted of three male and one 

female teacher and eight school boys. The boys were played by past 

and present members of The Norbury Youth Theatre, David Goode 

directed.  The audience were left questioning how history is taught in 

our schools and also the purpose of education in our society. It doesn’t 

sound like it but there was plenty of humour in the script which was 

delivered to the highest standard. 
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Matt Jeffrey took the helm of the October production. Just in time for 

Halloween“ Blithe Spirit “by Noel Coward once again took to the stage 

at the Norb. No matter how many times you see this play it always 

delights and the special effects in the final scene were great fun.   

We stayed at school for the NYT production of “High School Musical”. 

Directed by Vicky Lake and Sam Jeffrey; the youngsters revelled in the 

tale of an American High School and preparations for their musical 

production. Once again our youngsters excelled themselves. 
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Slotted in just before Christmas our Beginners on Stage Please group 

put on their first production in the main house. Directed by Sam and 

Vicky we witnessed the raw talent of these little ones being nurtured. 

Just two shows of “Alice in Wonderland Jnr” but they loved it.  What 

with NYT and BOSP the future looks rosy!  

Then of course it was time for Panto once again. Tony Boardman 

directed Ron Hall’s interpretation of “Babes in the Wood”. It was 

received by really appreciative audiences. Not one of the best known 

Pantos it takes us to Sherwood Forest and Nottingham Castle. Robin 

Hood and his Merry Men come to the rescue of Maid Marion and the 

Babes and under the reign of King Richard, fresh home from the 

crusades, they all live happily ever after….Oh yes they do!!! 

After a quick change of plan Ian Thompson brought us “When we are 

Married” by J.B. Priestly. It was eighty years ago that the play was first 

produced , a classic comedy about three married couples celebrating 

their silver wedding anniversaries, they were married on the same day 

and in the same chapel by the same minister … or were they?  It all 

turned out all right in the end and the audiences went home happy.  

It was “welcome back” to many of the local dance and theatre schools 

who once again chose us for their end of term shows.  Among them 

were Encore, Step Up Performers, Whimsical Theatre and The Kirsty 

Purvis School of Dance. 

Bromsgrove Operatic Society and Worcester Gilbert and Sullivan also 

used The Norb for their productions. It seems that the larger 

professional theatres in the district are becoming more expensive 

making us a popular alternative.  Tribute performers are as popular as 

ever and last season we hosted “The Blues Brothers” and “Lolly 

Parton” 

Worcester One Act Festival had once again booked The Norb for March 

but, due to the “Beast from The East”, had to postpone. The festival 

was rescheduled a few weeks later. The Norbury Players had entered 

three plays but sadly the NYT production had to withdraw due to 

previous commitments by the some cast members.  We were, 
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however, most successful. Jack Gandy was awarded “Best Director” for 

the play “And Others” which was judged “Best Runner Up” and 

represented Worcestershire in the quarter finals. The cast was made 

up of many past members of the Norbury Youth Theatre (NYT).  Our 

other entry “Cruise Missile” directed by Jenni Sinclair was also 

nominated for awards. Paul Wood entered “Last Tango in Little 

Grimley” the cast comprising of mainly NYT members it won “Best 

Youth Play” and “Best Comedy”. The award for “Best Young Actor” 

went to cast member Jordon Chan. Congratulations to all the Norbury 

players who represented us. 

Cinema had some terrific films on the programme everything from 

“Our Kind of Traitor” to “Mrs Browns Boys”. It’s not easy putting 

together the Cinema programme; the audience often have requests 

but if you would like to see a particular film shown on our big screen 

please get in touch with Ange Parry.  

Streaming has its ups and downs but is still worth our while financially. 

If you’ve never seen an opera give it a try, the streaming prices are at 

least a third cheaper than you would expect to pay at an opera house. 

Last season we were treated to “The Magic Flute, “Tosca”, “Carmen” 

and “La Boheme”. Ballet is popular with “The Nutcracker” still the 

Christmas favourite, it will be back this year!  

At Easter we screened “Messiah” from the Bristol old Vic; rather 

unusually it was staged giving our audience the chance to experience a 

powerfully dramatic account of Messiah and to rediscover the intense 

spirituality of its well know choruses and arias. 

Children’s Theatre is still a big part of our programme and as popular 

as ever. Margret Withers and her team continue to somehow find a 

cast to put on these fabulous little shows.  

Quite often tickets for the shows are bought for Birthday party guests 

with cake served in the Skylight Studio after the performance. Recently 

this comment was posted on Facebook by a happy Mum: 

 Members still work really hard for Town Events. We are always 

represented at the local Festivals and there are quite a few! Please 
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mark the dates in your diary and spare an hour handing out leaflets 

and you will see how many people just don’t know that Droitwich has a 

theatre! Speak to any member of Council for more details. Characters 

for The Guided Town Walks are still provided by the theatre. David 

Goode in the guise of John Corbett was heavily involved in the 

celebrations for JC’s centenary and was most recently seen promoting 

SOBBS (Save Our Brine Baths).  

There was also quite a contingent of Norbury members at the 

celebrations to mark the tri-centenary of Handle’s water Music.   

 

 

 

We were asked if the Panto Dame would reopen the High Street after 

the refurbishment, sadly Andy wasn’t available so Tony Boardman, 

together with various cast members, donned his frock and wig to do 

the honours.  

We are receiving more and more requests for “Theatre Tours”. Visitors 

usually come in a group with a specific interest in the theatre, although 

we have recently hosted a group interested in 1930s design!  A 

member of Theatre Council also visits groups to speak about The 

Norbury as a Theatre company. 
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The Tuesday Tap class continues and the class numbers have increased 

to about 16, all of whom are members. It’s a very friendly happy group 

of people who bring much fun and laughter to the theatre on a 

Tuesday morning. Everyone is welcome! 

Jenni still masterminds the monthly Play Readings.  Generally well 

attend these give us the opportunity to choose plays for future 

productions and read those we would never consider!  

The theatre is used by regular hirers U3A and small groups from the 

community. Recently we have added an adult ballet class on a Friday 

morning.  

For many years we have been saying that our stage lights need 

replacing and I’m pleased to report that we have at last replaced a 

huge number of our lights. Ben and Anthony did all the basic fittings 

and saving us a fair amount of money so a huge thank you to them. 

Just a warning though, the panto cast were complaining how cold it 

was on stage!! 

We maintain our links with LTG and NODA, being kept truly up to date 

by Andy our in house rep. 

As ever a gallant band of volunteers descended on the theatre during 

August to carry out essential maintenance jobs. During the year we 

have finished work on the Skylight Studio; new carpet has been laid 

and the off cuts used in the Green Room. The floor in the corridor 

alongside the bar also has new covering. 

During the year we were sad to lose two dear friends; Margaret Burton 

and Leslie Blyther.  

Margaret Burton, who for many years was our membership secretary, 

worked FOH and directed plays. 

Leslie had been a member for almost as long as we have been in 

existence. Together with Ann they have contributed so much to our 

little theatre over the years. As a “Thank You” we have renamed The 

Green Room “The Blyther Room” in his honour. 
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At the NODA regional awards ceremony held in April we were 

nominated in five categories; Best Play “History Boys”, Best 

Pantomime “Cinderella”, Best Programme” History Boys” and for “Best 

Youth Production” “High School Musical” and “Alice in Wonderland”. 

“High School Musical” and the Programme for “History Boys” coming 

out as overall winners. Many congratulations to all involved. 

 

 

  

Looking to the future, it is becoming more apparent that our flat roofs 

will need resurfacing very soon. This will not come cheap, so please 

support us in all we do. Our main income comes from “bums on seats” 

so please spread the word around the town, encourage your friends 

and neighbours to support our productions and most of all we ask all 

our members to support fellow members by coming to see our 

productions 

All of this would not be possible without the hard work of Theatre 

Council, FOH staff, backstage team and our dedicated members so to 

all of them a huge ”Thank You.” 

 

Anne 
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Stage Committee Report 

 

Last year I wrote, “At each AGM we have an opportunity to express 

recognition for the work undertaken by all involved.” This time as last 

year a thank you to all who have either worked with stage committee 

and everyone who has contributed to ensure the programme was 

achieved.  

Having a busy programme has kept the theatre diary full. The diary 

shows Norbury Players productions, outside hires, cinema and 

streaming/ screening events as well as rehearsals, meetings and other 

events. Remember this facility is available to everyone, although 

additions and amendments can only be made by Brian, Ben and 

primarily myself. 

Having decided on most of our own productions for 2019 we are now 

looking at 2020 and have already covered some slots. We have 

previously stated that our aim is to announce the programme as far in 

advance as possible.  

At the time of writing this report we are just days off Avenue Q. I most 

certainly hope you got along to see the show.  Over the next month we 

have a further three musicals performed by outside hirers. July is a 

true treat for musical lovers and I most certainly look forward to each 

of them – Little Shop of Horrors, Anything Goes and Oliver! 

I will be completing the next brochure early so look out for this arriving 

or pick up a copy from the theatre. The brochure will detail a change of 

plan for September. Unfortunately, we are not able to carry on with 

Don’t Dress for Dinner. Therefore, September will see a variety of 

events yet to be fully confirmed. However, we will see a production of 

Love Letters performed by two actors with all profits going towards 

repairs to the roof, as well as the return of a young magician who was 

the first to perform in our skylight studio theatre. 
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Last year we announced our now forthcoming musical for October. We 

are delighted to have Jonathan Southall- Boxall as director and Chris 

Corcoran as musical director for Jekyll and Hyde – The Musical.    

As we know 2018 marks the 100th anniversary to the end of World 

War One – the war to end all wars. As a tribute to all those who fell in 

this conflict we are staging Journey’s End in November including a 

performance at 4pm on Sunday 11th November.  

Following on from their successful High School Musical our next youth 

production is Hairspray. Rehearsals are scheduled to commence in 

August and we look forward to another sell out. 

We then move on to 2019. The audition notice for our annual 

pantomime was sent out recently. It is available on our web site – 

www.norburytheatre.co.uk - Aladdin and his Wonderful Lamp which 

will be directed by John Birchley. Tickets already sold!! 

In February our Beginners on Stage will perform Disney’s Peter Pan Jr. 

Last December the group performed their first show and gained a 

nomination for a NODA award. This show is likely to be very popular 

with audiences. 

We are once again hosting the Worcestershire One Act Festival in 

March and then the All England One Act Festival quarter final in April. 

Look out for further details – we are on the lookout for directors for 

the Worcestershire Festival.  

It is many years since Mike Matthews directed A Little Hotel on the 

Side. How good it is to see this very funny farce return to the Norbury 

in March once again with Mike leading the way. The audition notice 

will be available during August. 

Making his directorial debut in May with The Wind in the Willows is 

Alex Stallard. This version by Alan Bennett has loads of opportunity for 

all – both young and not so young! Again, look out for the audition 

notice. 
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The summer musical in June 2019 will be the ever popular My Fair 

Lady with Ann Mayor directing and Keith Lewis as musical director. 

Further details and audition information will be available soon. 

As mentioned last year Anne Lane has shown a desire to direct the 

Ealing comedy The Ladykillers for some time. We have now scheduled 

this play for September 2019. I am sure this will be a popular choice 

with our audience. 

The autumn musical is yet another popular choice. Having just enjoyed 

a West End revival we will present Annie. We will have two teams of 

orphans so loads of opportunities for our younger members. Mel 

Brown will be directing, and Chris Corcoran will be returning as musical 

director.  

Currently we do not have a youth production for 2019. We are 

currently seeking interest from potential directors and of course 

seeking a title. Interested? Speak to a member of the stage committee.     

That takes us to 2020. To date we can announce 

Pantomime – Robinson Crusoe – Jo and Gordon Lush 

Play – Good Night Mr Tom (subject to licencing) – Glynis Smith   

Children’s Theatre – regular Saturday afternoon performances will 

commence again in September. Further details always available from 

Margaret Withers.   

Interested in joining Stage Committee? Let any member of the theatre 

council know and they will pass details to the chair. Stage committee 

will be looking for: 

1) More directors for 2020 onwards – we have a play for May and 

pantomimes for both 2020 and 2021. 

2) Your suggestions for productions. 

 

Andy Brown 
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Streaming Report 

 

There are two new exciting streaming coming up both are encore due 

to our busy diary. Firstly, the West End smash – Everybody's Talking 

About Jamie on 7 July followed by Cliff Richard in Concert from his 

2018 tour on 14 October. All of these are excellent value and enable 

you to see West End style productions while remaining in Droitwich.  

 

Andy Brown 
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Front of House Report 

 

This is an opportunity to thank all the dedicated volunteers who 

support Front of House. 

 

Once again, our Duty Managers and Stewards have staffed 107 

performances in the last 12 months and covered over 700 duties to 

include not only our own productions, but outside hirers, films and 

streaming events. What a phenomenal contribution they have made to 

the theatre. 

 

The Duty Managers deserve a special mention again this year.  It is 

extremely difficult to find people to perform this role, but the small 

number who do so, must be commended for their dedication. They 

give a tremendous amount of time to the theatre for very little reward.  

 

It has been difficult to staff the coffee and sweet counters this year, 

which often means that stewards are called upon to perform more 

than one task or we are unable to open the counters. This means lost 

revenue for the theatre or making further demands on people who 

already do such a lot. We need more people to help in this area. 

We have also started hiring out the Skylight Studio which means extra 

staff are always needed. 

 

Front of House also includes the Box office and the team of five 

regulars have sold over 5,500 tickets in house and taken over 

£45,680.00 in revenue.  Sadly this is down from £59,680.00 for last 

year and overall ticket numbers have fallen by just over 2,500 including 

online sales.  This in no way reflects the commitment of the team who 

cover the office for eleven months of the year. Their roles vary from 

selling tickets and vouchers, to banking cash and filing invoices and 

also taking membership payments and show levies. They truly are an 

amazing team and take on every task with enthusiasm. 
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You may have seen that we now stock Churchfields Salted ice cream 

which is proving very popular and our thanks go to Keith Slaughter for 

looking after all the ice cream stocks for us.  

 

They all continue to do an incredible job, showing their commitment 

and dedication to the Theatre and as council members we would like 

to offer our thanks and appreciation to everyone involved in the Front 

of House and Box Office teams. 

 

 

FOH staff join in the fun at “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” 

 

Glenys Griffiss  
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Membership Report 

 

Membership has had a few changes this year with the introduction of 

an online system. 

It means that members get email reminders when their membership is 

due for renewal and an acknowledgement of their payment. 

So far it is proving a more efficient system and the task is less onerous 

for the Membership Secretary.  

There are some who are not on email and postal reminders are now 

issued to them. However, this is a small minority. 

We have about 200 members at the moment with roughly 25% being 

under 18 years of age. 

 

Glenys Griffiss  
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Stage Management Report 

 

Every year we seem to get busier and busier. The last twelve months 

have been both trying and rewarding. Every production that goes on 

stage has its own unique challenging and rewarding. Thanks to a small 

but extremely dedicated number of volunteers I am happy to say that 

we have met all the challenges and the sets have generally been well 

received. 

The year started with the need to build not only a steam engine but 

also a pub, vicarage, village hall and railway station. Other productions 

have hired in sets but finding ones to fit our acting space is a challenge, 

sometimes only fitting with inches to spare. The unloading and loading 

the vehicles they are delivered in is not only time consuming but at the 

end of a production run very heavy and exhausting work,  and can be 

frustrating.  

Making outside groups that have been before or first time hirers feel 

welcome and assisting them to achieve a successful production can 

pose even more long days/weeks and irritations. 

Maintaining a safe clean workspace and storage areas is getting more 

and more difficult as we have more shows in rehearsal and outside 

hirers using the premises. It would be helpful if everyone concerned 

with a show could take responsibility for tidying up and not just leaving 

it to the few. 

To create more storage space it is intended to sell/scrap old lighting 

fixtures and speakers and other items as well as using the downtime in 

August to tidy the scenery dock, side stage and backstage. If anybody 

has personal items that need returning please let me know so that 

they are not disposed of accidentally. 

Once again my thanks go to all those who have helped in any way and 

if you feel that you could help construct, paint, source props large or 

small, or help during the run of a show please contact me. 

Brian Hooper 
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Technical Report  

 

Over the course of the last 12 months I have continued to be 

responsible for the theatre’s social media accounts, eNews, website 

and technical aspects.  

It has been a busy and challenging year, as it has been in most areas of 

the theatre, but we have coped well and managed to improve the 

theatre for the future along the way.  

We continue to heavily utilise Facebook as an active advertising and 

networking platform, as well as Twitter. Our reach on social media has 

continued to grow year-on-year, with us now having over 1,400 

followers compared to around 1,000 at the last AGM. Most areas of 

the theatre, including Youth, Backstage and individual shows, have 

their own Facebook groups that can be used for communication. Over 

the course of the coming year this will be expanded to include 

technical and FOH groups.  

We continue to use MailChimp as our eNews provider and Wix as our 

website hosting platform. Both remain versatile and good value for 

money, especially as they are American companies and the £ vs the $ 

has meant that we have made a small saving in our subscriptions. I’m 

pleased to report that both platforms are fully up-to-date with the 

latest GDPR regulations. We have welcomed Mike Griffiss onto the 

website team and he studiously updates and maintains the website, 

for which I am very grateful.  

We have installed CCTV into the box office and foyer areas and plan to 

expand this to cover external areas this summer.  

The main area of improvement and investment over the last year has 

been the commissioning of the new stage lighting system. After almost 

3 years in the design stage the rig was finally installed last September. 

Installation costs were kept to a minimum with thanks to help and 

support from a team of volunteers. The renovation of the lighting 

system has breathed new life into our stage productions and allows 
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both directors and lighting designers to be far more creative than 

before. By heavily utilising LED technology we will benefit from a 

reduction in energy consumption by up to 90%. The new lights will also 

be compliant with new legislation moving forward, should it be 

adopted into UK law. A group of 6 of us travelled to the manufacturers 

in Cwmbran to see how the new lighting desk was made and to learn 

how to use all of its features.  

We have also, with help from Anthony Hunt, been able to upgrade our 

sound desk to the latest digital version. Similarly to the lighting system 

this state-of-the-art addition to our technical package will allow us to 

further enhance our own productions and better meet the needs of 

visiting artists and societies.  

We have had a busy year, and the coming year will be no different, but 

thanks to a small and dedicated team of volunteers we are able to staff 

all of our own productions and outside hirers with the ultimate aim of 

maximising revenue for the theatre and having fun whilst doing it.  

If anybody has any questions, or would like to get involved with any of 

the areas of the theatre mentioned above, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me.  

 

Ben Thompson 
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Maintenance Report 

 

Due to the age and complexities of our building, there are always 

things that require maintenance, updating and repairing.   

Towards the end of last year we had a full survey done of our electrical 

system which highlighted things that needed updating or repairing due 

to the age of some of our installation.  The works identified are 

currently being carried out to ensure we keep up to date with current 

legislation. 

Our backstage roof also seems to be coming to the end of its life and 

has over the last 12 months sprung several leaks so our next big 

project will be to have the flat roofs side stage and over the back stage 

areas recovered, which should serve us well for the next 10 years as a 

minimum. 

As usual, over the summer close down, we will be carrying out various 

smaller general maintenance tasks as we do every year.  If you would 

be able to spare some time to help out with this, please let us know. 

 

Graeme 
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Marketing Report 

 

Marketing the theatre for individual shows and events as well as a 

venue itself continued to operate throughout the year.  

Electronic marketing – most postings are handled by Ben, who with 

Andy as well as individual show directors have acted as administrators 

on Facebook groups. Facebook has continued to form a massive part of 

the marketing strategy. For example, we have continued to have ‘meet 

the cast’ for the majority of our productions. This now forms part of 

many local groups also. It was with this in mind that the pictures used 

in When We Are Married were somewhat different.  A promotional 

video was done for Blithe Spirit and although in the current year we 

also had videos for Avenue Q. A plea – please share Facebook pages 

and have the next show as your profile picture. In addition, we use 

other Facebook pages – again to spread the word – the more people 

who see the posting the better.  

Posters and printed materials – As reported last year Andy leads on the 

brochure production liaising with Miles for production of this as well as 

posters, flyers, banners and pull ups. Thank you to members who then 

distribute these around the town and for in house displays. 

We can display a banner at a nearby nursery but unfortunately, other 

locations such as the library, Meatbox and Morrison’s railings are no 

longer available. If anyone knows of alternative sites then please can 

they get in touch!   

BBC Hereford and Worcester continues to be supportive with 

arranging a recorded interview for all our own shows.  

The Droitwich Standard - We are continually grateful for the support 

received from this publication and the speed at which reviews appear. 

The race to be the first to pick these up continues! We also advertise in 

the Standard and regularly have editorials done. The editorials are best 

if they have some sort of human interest story associated with the 

production.  
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Town events – We continue to have an input into the events around 

the town to raise the theatre profile and hand out marketing 

information. This regularly falls on the same people – please help when 

you can even if not in the next show.  

 

Mel Brown 
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Youth Theatre Report 

 

A bit of a different start to the year for NYT what with Paul retiring and 

myself and Sophie taking it on. Although we knew a lot of the youth we 

felt it was important for the first few weeks to get to know what they 

wanted to get out of youth theatre. This allowed Sophie and I to put a 

programme together, although to be honest most if the youth were 

getting ready for High school musical rehearsals and how proud of 

them we both were for all the hard work they had put into the show. 

This showed by them winning best youth show in this year’s NODA 

awards. We have enjoyed a range of workshops this year including 

making costumes out of recycled materials, makeup workshops and 

script and set design workshops. Unfortunately due to the snowy 

weather we were unable to compete in the one act play festival, as 

youth were unavailable on the rescheduled date. All the youth 

members have continued to enjoy NYT and we are pleased to say we 

are getting through our waiting list with the help of council who are 

supporting us with our numbers. We look forward to another great 

year with the youth theatre and wish them all the best with this year’s 

musical Hairspray. 

 

Sophie and Kirsty 
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Beginners on Stage Report 

Since the last AGM, Beginners on Stage has had another successful 

year.  From June to December 2017, the members were busy 

rehearsing for their first public-paying musical ‘Alice in Wonderland 

JR’, which was extremely successful and even got nominated alongside 

the Youth Theatre for Best Youth Production in District 5, a huge 

achievement for members that are of such a young age.  In regards to 

this show, the Beginners on Stage team would also like to thank 

council, stage committee and everyone else who helped out when the 

final performance had to be rescheduled due to the weather.   

On our return after Christmas, the children worked on their audition 

techniques as well as building confidence in preparation for 

performing on the stage.  During January, we also had several 

members involved with ‘Babes in the Wood’, with many now excited 

for next year’s 2019 pantomime (good luck John!).   

At the start of June, the members auditioned for their second 

production, ‘Peter Pan JR’ which is scheduled for February 2019.  The 

show is now cast and rehearsals will get underway during their Friday 

night sessions.  We are all looking forward to seeing what this group 

can produce, following on from ‘Alice in Wonderland JR’, with a slightly 

different production team, and we hope to see you all there 

supporting our youngest members!  

Our waiting list is continuing to grow, with around 15 children waiting 

to join; unfortunately spaces becoming available can take months!  

Since last June, 6 members have outgrown Beginners, with them being 

transferred onto the waiting list for the Youth Theatre; however we 

are pleased to see that 4 have been cast in ‘Hairspray’, the Norbury 

Youth Theatre’s 2018 production!   

We are looking forward to another successful year and we’d like to 

thank you all for your continued support.  

 

Vicky Lake 
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Wardrobe Report 

 

Another year has passed and sadly the Norbury wardrobe has been 

used less and less. The Children’s Theatre productions have been the 

primary beneficiary of this in house facility. The stock level of costumes 

in wardrobe is currently very high and therefore I have ceased 

accepting donations. 

So for another year the frilly knickers, the horse and the cow are all 

tucked up safely in their boxes.  

Jo 
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Play Readings Report 

 

The monthly play readings (1st Friday of each month except August) 

continue to be an entertaining, social evening enjoyed by an average 

of 5 to 10 members. The choice of play is varied and I find it useful 

when directors request that their next proposed production is read at 

one of the meetings. Any suggestions for plays to be read are always 

welcome.  If you would like regular information about the meetings 

send me your email.  

 

Jenni  Sinclair  jenni@greenbee.net   01299822421 
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Theatre Bar Report 

 

I am finding it more difficult to man the bar for the number of 

performances required; I send out emails to 26 people asking for help 

and only receive a few replies. I know that some of the members on 

the bar rota are also involved with backstage, lighting, sound etc and 

are therefore not available for the bar but I am concerned that there 

will be a situation very soon that we will not have anyone to man the 

bar for a performance. 

I consider the bar to be an integral part of the Norbury and I am sure 

our audiences appreciate the service we offer. 

The bar made a profit of   £4,700   during the last financial year 

 

Alan Lane 
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Cinema Report 

Cinema at the Norbury has had a year of differing fortunes. 

Our fantastic lead on the Committee, Ange Parry, had to take a break 

for a short while over the past year leaving me to hold the fort until 

her return. Well - she’s back! I can hear the sighs of relief from all over 

Droitwich and the Cinema! 

It’s great to have Ange back at the helm with her enthusiasm and 

commitment to Cinema and I know she’s already working hard on the 

rest of next year’s programme and would welcome any suggestions 

that members may have concerning suitable film choices – please keep 

them clean! 

We have shown some well received films such as Murder on the Orient 

Express and Paddington 2 and some not so well received ones such as 

Mrs Brown’s Boys Da Movie. That said we sometimes have to 

experiment with films to understand what our audiences like and, on 

occasion, it’s just nice to try something different. 

By the time you read this we will have one film left to show this season 

– “Finding Your Feet” on 18 July - and then our 2018/9 Cinema season 

opener will be the award winning and critically acclaimed “The Darkest 

Hour” on 19 September and we would love to see as many of you 

there as possible supporting the only venue showing films to the public 

in Droitwich at the moment – we are still here, we’re still going and 

have no plans to stop! 

I would like to thank all those involved in choosing the films over the 

past year, those who have acted as our “Projectionists” and Theatre 

Council and Stage Committee especially both Chair, Anne and Andy for 

their continued support over the past year – it has been very much 

appreciated. 

Here’s to another successful 12 months for Cinema. 

Alan Humphries 

Interim Chair – Cinema Committee 
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NODA (National Operatic and Dramatic Association) 

 

During the last twelve months the Norbury has hosted meetings for 

West Midlands Regional Representatives as well as for societies within 

district five (Worcestershire East and Avon) and district ten 

(Worcestershire West). These have not only provided interesting 

discussions but also raised the Norbury profile across the West 

Midlands. 

Mel and I attended the Presidential Gala last September in Bristol and 

several members of the Norbury attended the recent West Midlands 

AGM and awards ceremony in Stourbridge. The awards for 2017 

included additional nominations for youth and pantomime as well as a 

special award. 

A NODA Representative became the West Midlands Councillor last 

September at the Presidential Gala and AGM. 

Have you looked at the NODA web site? As a member of a NODA 

affiliated society you can register and view the members section. I can 

supply you with our membership number. Also have a look at the long 

service awards. These cover 10 – 70 years of service. For further details 

look at www.noda.org.uk or contact me. 

 

Andy Brown 
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Social Committee Report 

 

The Norbury Social Committee was formed in January 2018. Members 

include Chairman - Amanda Norcott, Rebecca Fearnley, Zoe Frayne and 

our Theatre Chairman Anne Lane. 

The aim of the committee is to arrange 3 / 4 events per year for 

members, and on occasion, their friends to enjoy various outings and 

family events. 

Our first event was a quiz night which proved successful and raised a 

profit of over £200 for the theatres general funds   

As a result we hope to do this again next year. 

Future events for 2018 include Afternoon Tea at the Theatre with the 

film My Fair lady and a night at the Dogs for our Christmas event. We 

will also organise a Christmas Beetle Drive. Look out for flyers at the 

AGM and online details.    

We are currently in the process of organising events for 2019 so any 

ideas that you may have please forward them as the events are for 

YOU our members. 

 

Amanda Norcott 
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Children's Theatre report 

 

The Children's Theatre has achieved an 85% audience attendance, 

despite the difficulty in obtaining actors who are not involved in the 

many other shows being put on at the Norbury. 

I would like to say a special thankyou to David Hatfield for helping with 

directing and the building of sets, also thankyou to other directors of 

Children's theatre plays.  Many thanks to Jo Lush for providing the 

costumes and to Marge Barton for her help with 'props'.  Many thanks 

to Ben Thompson, Anthony Hunt and Mitch Pugh for the lighting and 

sound, and to David Whitehouse and Ian Armstrong for their musical 

contribution. Children's Theatre would not happen without all these 

people. 

Lastly, anyone who has yet to join the Children's Theatre cast list--------

you don't know what you are missing!!! 

 

Margaret Withers 

 


